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Troop 957

Introduction to 

Internet Advancement



Internet Advancement-Background

• Proposal to allow better record keeping

– Some councils had data entry personnel in various systems

– SHAC did no data entry and just counted numbers

• 34403 forms stored at SHAC can be reviewed

• Internet Advancement part of ScoutNET system

– Unified BSA wide program management database

• T957 was beta tester for IA prior to 2005 rollout

– Has been optional for use (except Eagles) to now

• Numerous recommendations made

– Multi-entry was only visible recommendation implemented
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Internet Advancement

• Internet Rechartering also part of ScoutNET

– In use about five years… works well!

• Internet Advancement mandatory January 1, 2011

• Ranks, merit badges, & special awards can be stored

– All current T957 member ranks and merit badges uplinked

– Special awards are entered manually so no plan for that

• Process from last BOR worked well 

– There are some Catch 22’s though dealing with 4403!
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Internet Advancement

• BSA doing away with 

BOR Form (34403)

– IA form only prints when 

advancement entered so 

not available for BOR

– Need signatures at BOR

– Blank .pdf 34403 on the 

website to use at BOR

4



Internet Advancement–BOR Procedure

• BOR and Advancement Chair Steps

– Have either NCR 34403 or copies of form from website.

– Enter Scout’s names.  Have all BOR members sign as always

– When BOR complete, update TroopMaster with results

– Complete BSA Internet Advancement process

• Be sure to save and print a copy of the IA version of 34403

– Advancement chair sign IA version of 34403.

– Copy signed IA version and BOR version of 34403

– Take originals to Scout Shop for awards

– Archive signed copies
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Internet Advancement – System 

• System Requirements for IA

– Windows XP with IE 7

– Windows 7 with IE 8 running in compatibility mode

– Pop-up Blocker Disabled

• IE  ToolsPop-up BlockerTurn Off Pop-up Blocker

– Clear your internet cache

• IE ToolsInternet OptionsGeneral TabBrowsing HistoryDelete

– No other IE windows active

– Check printer for paper and ink (not kidding here…)
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Internet Advancement-Preparation

• Run TroopMaster and 

create an upload file

– Reports 

Awards/Advancement 

Court of Honor / 4403

– Select ScoutNET report

– Run the report.  Three 

copies are not needed.

– TM will create 

ADVS0957.csv.  Remember 

where TM  saves it.

– Don’t open or view the file as 

it can be corrupted.
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Internet Advancement – My Scouting

• Log in to My Scouting with your userid.

• At “Welcome to My Scouting”

– Click on “Internet Advancement” – a new window will open
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Internet Advancement 

• Select “Returning User”

– the Log In Window should come up.
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Internet Advancement 

• Enter Unit Id and Password

• Click “Log In”
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Internet Advancement 

• “Load Roster” will open.  

• Select “Upload Advancement File” 

– be prepared to wait for a long time 
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Internet Advancement 

• “Upload Advancement File” will open

• Enter ADVS0957.csv path or use “Browse” to find it
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Internet Advancement 

• Click on “Upload File” 

– Be prepared to wait.  

– These are small files on the order of 4kB – 8kB and take about 

one minute per kB.

– Large files have been harder to upload

• Unknown why, possibly due to timeout issues with browsers

• If you get a transmission error

– Write down the transmission error 

– Try the upload one more time from the beginning

– If you still get an error message

• Wait till later in the day

• Send me the error message
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Internet Advancement 

• If “Select Members for Advancement” appears, the upload worked.  

Make manual changes here if needed.

• Select “Next”.

– Picture shows the “Start Over” button.  If used all changes are cancelled.
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Internet Advancement 

• “Submit Report” will come up.  

• Press “Submit to Council”

– You will get a pop-up warning, if you are ready, click “OK”.
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Internet Advancement 

• Print the Advancement Report NOW!

– You can’t come back to it later. 
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Internet Advancement 

• The Internet Advancement 

report will be displayed

• In IE, go to File  Save

– Remember where the file is saved

– The saved file name will be 

filename.aspx

– Rename the file 

• YYMMDD-T957-advancement.pdf

• YY-year, MM-month, DD-day

– This will keep it from being 

overwritten

• Log-off, you’re finished
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Internet Advancement – Problems

• If you do not get “Load Roster” when you log in

– Use “Start Over” button

– “Load Roster” should appear screen

– Refresh Internet Explorer and select “yes’ when asked if you 

want to resend the request. 

– You should get “Load Roster”

• Other problems – don’t call SHAC

– They do not have any help desk people

– Let me know and I will see if I can help.
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